Questionnaire for timber importers and timber processors in EU Member States regarding implementation of a timber licencing scheme

1.
Overview

The EU Action Plan for Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) is the European Union’s response to the global problem of illegal logging and the trade in associated timber products (see enclosed explanatory note).
The action plan has been prepared in response to growing public pressure to ensure that the EU stops importing illegally harvested timber. No means currently exists to prevent illegally harvested timber from entering the EU market. The need to take action to stop imports of illegal timber has been highlighted by the European Parliamment, EU Member States, and non-governmental organisations. 

The Action Plan sets out a range of measures that aim to combat the problem of illegal logging and the associated trade. These include:

· support for improved governance and capacity building in timber-producing countries; 

· development of a voluntary export licencing scheme to prevent illegally produced timber from entering the EU market;  

The export licencing scheme will be implemented through partnership agreements with wood-producing countries, and will apply only to countries which agree to take part in it on a voluntary basis. The scheme is likely to apply only to countries where there is an identified and serious problem with illegal logging.
Under the voluntary licencing scheme, exports of timber from participating countries to the EU would be accompanied by an export permit, which would be granted if the timber has been harvested in conformity with relevant national legislation. Timber originating in a participating country and arriving at an EU point of import would not be released for free circulation in the EU without such a permit.

A regulation to provide EU customs authorities with the means to prevent illegally harvested roundwood and sawnwood from entering the EU from partner countries is now in preparation. 
This regulation will establish a Community system of import controls for timber products for the purposes of implementing the voluntary licencing scheme. 

The import of timber products from partner countries into the Community will then be required to be accompanied by an export licence validated by the competent authority of a participant.
2.
Extended impact assessment

The Regulation to introduce a voluntary timber licencing scheme is currently subject to an extended impact assessment. This is a methodology designed by the European Commission to assist and guide the formulation of Community policy and legislative proposals.

In the context of this work, we would like to seek your views on a number of aspects concerning this proposal.

3.
Questions

1. Will the overall impact of the timber licensing scheme be significant in terms of reducing the illegal timber trade from partner countries to the EU Member States? If not, how should such a scheme be designed?

2. What do you perceive to be the strengths and weaknesses of the voluntary licencing scheme and the Community import regime for roundwood and sawnwood, as outlined above? How could the scheme be further improved? What support measures (information campaigns, education, codes of practice, etc.) do you judge to be essential for the licensing scheme to be successful?
3. To what extent would you expect the introduction of the voluntary licencing scheme to affect the volume of timber imports from partner countries?

4. To what extent would you expect the introduction of the voluntary licencing scheme to affect the volume of timber imports from non-partner countries?

5. What magnitude of cost for importers associated with the implementation of the scheme would you consider most appropriate? Is it significant/not significant for importers? 
6. How might the voluntary licencing scheme affect import prices? What is the willingness to pay a premium for legally certified timber?

7. Will timber that has been validated as legal provide a competitive advantage in the EU timber market? If so, could it command a price premium/disadvantage?

8. Do you have any other comments and suggestions on the proposed timber licensing scheme? 

