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TheAfricaForest Law Enforcement and Governance (AFLEG)
Ministerial Conferencetook placefrom 13-16 October 2003, in
Yaounde, Cameroon. The meeting was co-hosted by the Government
of Cameroon and the World Bank. M orethan 300 participantsfrom
39 countries attended the Conference, representing governments,
international organizations, non-governmental organizations(NGOs)
and the private sector.

The objectives of the conferencewereto: share and exploreideas
onforest governance; consider priority issues, includingillegal forest
exploitation and associated tradein Africa; identify waysinwhich
various stakehol ders can addresstheseissues, including partnerships
between producers and consumers, donors, civil society and the
private sector; and negotiate and endorse aMinisterial Declaration
and Action Planfor AFLEG.

A variety of sessionswere convened during thefour-day Confer-
ence. Plenary sessionswere held on Monday, 13 October, inwhich
speakers made presentations on suchissues asthe background to
AFLEG, high-forest cover and low-forest cover countriesin Africa,
the harnessing of natural resourcesfor growth, forest governanceand
legal frameworks, information and monitoring tools, and multilateral
and bilateral initiatives. Thefollowing morning, statementswere
made by civil society, the World Bank and other stakeholdersto dele-
gatesasinput for the negotiationson aMinisterial Declaration held
over the next few days.

Working Groupsalso met on Tuesday to discusstheimplications
of illegal activitiesintheforest sector, institutional reformsand
immediate strategies, marketplace and tradeissues, conflict timber,
illega tradein bushmeat, and tenure and rel ated governanceissues.
Open Sessionswere held on Tuesday and Wednesday focusing onthe
Congo Basin Forest Partnership, theresultsof AFLEG preparation
workshops, thelaunch of the WWF Producers’ Group in Africa, and
the Forest Governance Learning Group. A roundtable on how tointe-
gratethe AFLEG processinto existing institutional and regional
frameworksalso took place.

Whilethe Working Group and Open Session meetingswere
underway on Tuesday and Wednesday, government del egations met
in closed sessionsto negotiatethewording for aMinisterial Declara-
tion. Negotiations on the draft Declaration continued throughout
Wednesday night and into Thursday morning in preparation for the
review of thedraft by Ministersduring the Ministerial segment of the

Conferencelater that day. After several hoursof Ministerial delibera-
tionson Thursday afternoon, afinal Declaration was adopted by
acclamationin Plenary on Thursday evening.

Thisreport providesabrief history of the AFLEG process,
followed by achronological summary of the Conference, including
the presentations, discussions and outcomes of the Plenary, Working
Group and Open Session meetings. Thereport a so summarizesthe
final version of the Ministerial Declaration.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE FLEG PROCESS

BACKGROUND: InMay 1998, the G-8 launched an action
programme on forests. The programmegivesahigh priority to elimi-
natingillegal logging andillegal timber trade, seeksto complement
actionsundertaken at theregional andinternational levels, and
affirmsthe G-8'scommitment to identifying actionsin both producer
and consumer countries.

The G-8 action programme motivated apartnership on forest law
enforcement for East Asiabetween the World Bank, the UK and the
US, whichledtothe FLEG East AsiaMinisterial Conferencein
September 2001. The Conference adopted aMinisterial Declaration,
whereby participating countriescommitted themselvesto, inter alia,
intensify national effortsand strengthen bilateral, regional and multi-
lateral collaboration to addressforest crimeand violations of forest
law. The Declaration al so contained acommitment to createa
regional task force on FLEG to advancethe Declaration’s objectives.
Thetask force held afollow-up meeting on the Declaration’simple-
mentationin Bali, Indonesia, in May 2002.

FLEG IN AFRICA: African countrieshaveraised theissue of
sustai nableforest management (SFM) in variousfora, including at the
Yaounde Summitin 1999, where Heads of State from Western Congo
Basin countries committed themselvesto work together to ensure that
forestsremain arenewable economic resource and sources of biodi-
versity. Ministersfrom several countriesin Africasubsequently
expressed aninterest in focusing specifically on FLEG-related i ssues.
The AFLEG processaimsto strengthen high-level commitmentin
Africato build capacity for forest law enforcement, in particular
relating toillegal logging and hunting, associated trade, and corrup-
tion.

The AFLEG processispart of the New Partnership for Africa's
Development (NEPAD) and isintended to strengthen international
and multi-stakehol der commitment. The objectives of the AFLEG
processareto confirm thewill and commitment of producer and
consumer country governmentsand other stakeholdersto FLEG,
addressthe need for shared responsibility and cooperation between
stakehol ders, and devel op aprogramme of action.
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InMay 2002, the International Tropica Timber Council (ITTC) at
its 32nd session adopted adecision on forest law enforcement in Africa,
which callsfor datacollection on forestsin the Central African
Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and the Republic of
Congo, in order toimproveforest concession management and ensure
conservation in protected areas. | TTC-32 al so decided to promote SFM
inthe Congo Basin through engaging in aWorld Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) "Type 2" partnership, organizing aworkshop to
develop aregionally applied research programme, and contributing to
the establishment of aregional strategy aimed at improving forest
concession management.

AFLEG PRE-MINISTERIAL PLANNING MEETING: From
18-20 June 2002, the Republic of Congo hosted a preparatory meeting
for the AFLEG Ministerial Conference. Thisevent, heldin Brazzaville,
brought together more than 70 expertsfrom 27 countries, representing
governments, international organizations, NGOs and the private sector.
Partici pants shared knowledge and experienceon FLEG in Africaand
globally, identified priority issues, and devel oped recommendationsfor
aministerial declaration on FLEG for African forests. Participants
heard keynote presentationson global issuesrelatingto FLEG, areview
of the G-8'sperspective, information on FLEEG experiencesin East
Asia, and analysesof FLEG inthe African context. Regional groups
considered country case studies, including community forestry and law
enforcement, poaching and private sector i ssues. | ssue-based working
groupsalso met, focusing on legal frameworks, information, conflict
and post-conflict situations, capacity building, and possible elements of
aMinisterial Declaration and proceduresfor the Ministerial Confer-
ence.

Themeeting produced draft elementsfor an AFLEG Ministerial
Declaration, including: thefair and equitableimplementation of forest
laws; economicincentives; reformsof land tenure, licensing, subsidies
and processing capacities, immediate and coordinated national, regional
and international action against breaches of forest laws, including
illegal logging, illegal trade and corruption; transparency; awareness
raising, particularly in conflict areas; monitoring; partnerships; conflict
situations; and technological capacitiesand infrastructure.

REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

OnMonday, 13 October, Madi Ali, Secretary General of the
Ministry of Environment and Forestsof Cameroon and President of the
AFLEG Organizing Committee, welcomed del egates and underscored
thevalue of international cooperation. Del egatesthen heard opening
remarksfrom ministersrepresenting anumber of African countries.

Henri Djombo, Minister of Forestry and the Environment of the
Republic of Congo, outlined forest-related measuresundertaken by his
Government, and drew attention to his Government’saimto rehabilitate
national parksand protect biodiversity. He al so emphasized its commit-
ment to anew forestry code.

Dominic Fobih, Minister of Landsand Forestry of Ghana, stressed
theimportance of theforestry sector for Ghana' seconomy. He
described challenges, including low stumpage feesand reduced foreign
exchange earningsfrom timber, and observed that industry haslittle
incentivetoimproveits performance. He outlined reforms undertaken
in Ghanatoimprovethe situation, including market-based pricing,
equitabl e benefit-sharing programmes, anincreasein allowabl e cuts,
and anational forest plantation programme.

Anselme Enerunga, Minister of Environment, Conservation of
Nature, Water, and Forests of the Democratic Republic of Congo, noted
that Congo Basin countriesstill face obstaclesto sustainableforest
management (SFM), including alack of trained personnel, poor infra-
structure, and inadequate funding mechanisms. He stressed the need to
strengthen capacity, improvemonitoring, involvelocal populationsin
management and decision making, and improve allocation of funds.

Tanyi Clarkson Mbyawor, Minister of Environment and Forests of
Cameroon, underscored hiscountry’scommitment to SFM and the need
to focus on methodsfor achieving SFM, stakeholder involvement, and
political commitment at the Ministerial level.

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS: Following the opening
speeches, del egates el ected by acclamation thefollowing Conference
Bureau members: Madi Ali (Cameroon) asChair; UgandaandtheUS
asVice Chairs; France and Ghanaasrapporteurs,; the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Markku Simula, World Bank consultant, as
facilitators; and Jag Maini, World Bank consultant, and Emile Mkoko,
Secretary General of the African Timber Organization, asnegotiation
facilitators.

OVERVIEW PRESENTATIONS: OnMonday, 13 October,
Markku Simulapresented an overview of the AFLEG processto
Plenary. Hedrew attentionto AFL EG’srecognition that adequate legal
and institutional frameworksand their effectiveimplementation are
preconditionsfor SFM, that law enforcement and governance arethe
sovereign responsibility of States, and that illegal logging and associ-
ated tradeisashared responsibility of producer and consumer coun-
tries. Simulastressed that AFL EG will not createanew international
instrument, but will instead make use of and strengthen existing instru-
mentsto achieve SFM.

Wandojo Siswanto, Indonesia, presented experiencesfromthe
FLEG East Asiaprocess, highlighting key aspectsof the 2001 Bali
Ministerial Declaration, including recognition that exporting and
importing countries sharethe responsibility for combating forest crime.
Hereported that the East AsiaFL EG Regional Task Force had identi-
fied the need for aclearinghouse mechanism for transparent reporting,
and research on timber supply and demand. The Task Force had also
recognized the need for astrategic framework and an information-
sharing format on FLEG implementation at the national and regional
levels.

Jean-Claude Nguinguiri, the Republic of Congo, briefed participants
onthe concernshigh-forest cover countries have about forest gover-
nance. These concernsinclude: inadequatetraining and understanding
of laws, and alack of authority among the government agenciesrespon-
siblefor forest governance; lack of transparency inrelevant publicinsti-
tutions; and socio-political instability. He noted the need for improved
legal frameworks, controls and monitoring, including through partner-
shipsand indicators, and al so supported capacity building and the adop-
tion of codesof ethics.

Noting theincreasing reliance on non-wood forest productsin low-
forest cover countries, Lamin Bojang, the Gambia, proposed adopting
an ecosystem approach to management, devel oping management strate-
gies, recognizing rural communities’ rolesand traditional rights,
addressing inconsistenciesin legal frameworks, and improving inter-
agency coordination.

Paul Collier, World Bank, discussed theimportance of harnessing
natural resourcesfor growth, and warned that an over-dependenceon
natural resourcesincreasestherisksof civil war. Hehighlighted simi-
|arities between timber and other natural resources, such asdiamonds,
including their use by rebel groupsto finance activitiesand buy arms.
Heal so drew attention to the unique character of timber, underscoring
therelative ease of harvesting forestsfor timber, theimplications of
multipleproperty rights, and the need for regulation and investment to
ensurerenewability. Regarding post-conflict policies, he emphasized
that donors must act with along-term view and cautioned that low
transparency in budgets and over-expl oitation of forest resourcesprior
to thereconstruction of effective government institutionsand regul atory
environmentsoften lead to criminality.

FOREST GOVERNANCE AND LEGAL FRAMEWORKS: In
aPlenary session held on Monday afternoon, David Kaimowitz, Center
for International Forest Research, described the negative effectsthat
forest law enforcement can have onrural livelihoods. Emphasizing that
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small-scalelogging activitiesare seldom harmful, he recommended
focusing on major violators, and called for integrated approachesto
forest law enforcement that involve communities.

Robert Kofi Bamfo, Ghana, presented hiscountry’sexperiencewith
forestry policy andinstitutional reform, highlighting new initiatives,
including the creation of aForestry Commission, theintroduction of
market-based incentives, and thelifting of banson log exports. He
concluded that improved governanceisessential to encourage private
sector investment in theforestry sector.

Patrice Talla, FAO, spoke about legal frameworksfor FLEG.
Drawing attention to the temptation for officialsto becomeinvolvedin
illegal activities, he said forestry laws should: not be overly ambitious;
have acceptable definitions; set clear objectives; include the concepts of
transparency, participation and flexibility; providefor codesof conduct
and mechanismsto fight corruption; and recognizelocal property
rights.

Jean-JacquesLandrot, | nterafrican Forest Industries Association,
presented private sector perspectives on forest governance, calling for
the creation of aworking group of forest administrators, donors, advi-
sors, and the private sector to support SFM. He said country-level
committeeswith membersrepresenting financial, forestry, civil society,
and private sector interests should also be established to implement
AFLEG-related measures, and called for aworking group consisting of
international, private sector and other representativesto tackle conflict
and post-conflict SFM issuesin Liberia

Samuel Egbe, Cameroon, provided an overview of the strengthening
of forest governance and legal frameworksin hiscountry. Hereviewed
new practices and approaches used in Cameroon, including land-use
planning reforms, forestry planning, involvement of local communities
inforest management, increased transparency, and theintensification of
control and enforcement measures. He noted the Government’s
increased revenuesfrom these measures and strong political will for the
reforms.

Steven Nsita, Uganda, outlined experiencesand lessonslearned
through forest sector reformsin Uganda, focusing onitsnational
forestry plan. Heexplained that participatory reformsare necessary,
while cautioning that they are costly and can only beimplemented over
thelong-term. He also underlined the value of involving civil society,
and stressed the need to build capacity in order toimplement reforms
effectively.

INFORMATION AND MONITORING: OnMonday afternoon,
Scott Poynton, Tropical Forest Trust, presented key issuesfor global
wood markets. Noting that wood buyers now take into account environ-
mental and social impacts, he stressed the benefits of certification
schemes. Poynton said third-party verification and wood control and
chain of custody systemsallow producersto provethat their wood was
legally obtained.

Jacqueline Van de Pol, Global Forest Watch, outlined links between
information, monitoring and policy reform. She described cooperation
agreements between her organi zation and governmentsto support and
update geographic information systems, highlighting the benefits of
digital information for controlling the implementati on of management
plans.

Jeanne Marie Mindja, Cameroon, introduced the Network on Forest
Policiesinthe Congo Basin (REPOFBAC), highlighting itssuccessin
promoting information exchange between governments, and identifying
priority areasfor action, including forest planning, the val uation of non-
wood forest products, community participation and decentralization.
She said REPOFBA C could meet theinformation exchange needs of
AFLEG, but noted the need for sustainablefunding, aswell asfor civil
society and private sector involvement.

JeerimaDjibrila, Cameroon, and Albert Barume, Global Witness,
discussed partnershipsand independent monitoring in Cameroon. Djib-
rilasaid an agreement signed between Cameroon and Global Witness
hasled toimproved licensing control, tracking of logs, monitoring, tax
revenuefrom forestry, and revenue spending. Barume highlighted
successinincreasing transparency and awareness-raising, and called for
building capacity of local populations, extending observation work to
other Congo Basin countries, and devel oping adequate meansfor
forestry monitoring.

Jean-Pierre van de Weghe, Observatoiredesforétsd’ Afrique
centrale (FORAC), explained that the FORAC programmeincludesan
internet sitefor knowledge sharing on Central African forests, and
addresses conservation in protected areas and expl oitationin forest
concessions.

MULTILATERAL ANDBILATERAL INITIATIVES: On
Monday afternoon, Dinah Baer, White House Council on Environ-
mental Quality, presented the US President’sInitiative on I1legal
Logging, launched in July 2003, stressing itsfocus on good governance,
community-based actions, technology transfer and market forces.
Noting that the USwill review itsrelevant import laws and seek part-
nershipswithinternational organizations, Baer emphasized that the US
will notimposeitslawson other countries, but will aimto reinforce
other countries’ effortstoimplement their own laws.

Neil Scotland and John Bazill, European Commission, presented the
EU Action Planfor Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade
(FLEGT). Scotland explained that the Commi ssion encourages actions
relating to devel opment cooperation, timber trade, conflict timber,
public procurement, private sector initiativesand investment. Bazill
noted the need for stakeholder consultationsand collaboration with the
us.

John Hudson, UK, described aMemorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between Indonesiaand the UK to addressillegal loggingin
Indonesia. He said the M oU prompted the adoption of atimber procure-
ment policy inthe UK, thefinalization of an action plan, the establish-
ment of systemsto verify thelegality of wood products, and the
development of aworking definition of “legality” inIndonesia.

STATEMENTSTO NEGOTIATING PARTIES: InaPlenary
session held on Tuesday morning, 14 October, representatives of civil
society, the World Bank and other stakehol ders presented delegateswith
their viewson AFLEG asinput for the negotiationson aMinisterial
Declaration, which began later that day. Giuseppe Topa, World Bank,
presented asummary of the AFLEG preparatory meeting heldin Braz-
zaville, the Republic of Congo, in June 2002, recalling itsmain themes:
information; legislativereform; law enforcement in armed conflict situ-
ations; and capacity building.

Raobert Kofi Bamfo, Ghana, presented the outcomes of the Ghana
National/Regional Workshop, highlighting its Declaration, which
containscommitmentsto, inter alia: improvelegal frameworksfor
resource ownership; implement market-based instrumentsto provide
incentivesfor good governance, SFM and value-added processing;
improvetransparency and accountability by revising ineffective gover-
nance structures and mechanisms; implement forest resource allocation
systems based on competitive bidding and market-based instruments;
and promote participatory multi-stakehol der approaches.

Mamadou Diallo, Senegal ese Association of Friendsof Nature,
presented theresults of the West AfricaCivil Society Workshop. He
said the Workshop' s parti ci pants had recommended: promoting alterna-
tivelivelihoods; building capacities; fostering partnerships; actively
deterringillegal practices; adopting best practices, expediting the
decentralization process; promoting civil society participation; ensuring
that thetimber trade complieswith international conventions; and
fostering tradein SFM products. He noted that acivil society task force
would be established to follow up on these recommendationsand the
outcomesof the AFLEG Ministerial Conference.
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Dominic Walubengo, Forest Action Network, presented the
outcomes of the East Africa Civil Society Workshop, highlightingits
recommendationson: revising forest laws; preparing or revising
national forest management plans; preparing forest-specific manage-
ment plans; building capacity; and establishing monitoring and eval u-
ation systems.

Reporting on the Southern Africa Civil Society Workshop, Peter
Gondu, Southern Alliancefor Indigenous Resources, said the Work-
shop's parti cipants had recommended strengthening community rights,
empowering local institutions, and devel oping sui generislegislation to
protect indigenous knowledge and fight biopiracy. They had also
supported theright of accessto information and participation, and advo-
cated strengthening mechanismsfor information collection and dissem-
ination, establishing monitoring mechanisms, and adopting measuresto
establish liability and punish wrongdoing.

Marthe Minko Mapangou, Education for the Protection of the Envi-
ronment and Nature, reported on the Central AfricaCivil Society Work-
shop, highlighting recommendati ons on transparency, good governance,
proactive measuresin consumer countries, and legislativereform,
including the recognition of Pygmies' rights.

Daniel Ngantou, IUCN, reported on the Information and Monitoring
Workshop, highlighting callsfor harmonizing information systems,
fostering partnershipsfor information gathering and dissemination,
building capacities of publicinstitutions, and updating reference maps.

Emmanuel Fochive, Forestry Sector Group in Cameroon, presented
the conclusionsof several recent multi-stakeholder meetings. The
conclusionspertain to: improving forestry legislation through therevi-
sion of criteriafor granting timber concessions; adopting tax incentives;
defining criteriafor legality; promoting good governance; improving
policy coherence; adopting rulesto identify conflict timber; and
building the capacities of publicinstitutions.

Mats B&ath, European Hardwood Federation, highlighted illegal
logging asapressing issuethat governments must address.

BREAK-OUT WORKING GROUP SESSIONS

On Tuesday morning, 14 October, Working Groupswere established
todiscusspertinent FLEG issues, including: theimplicationsof illegal
activitiesintheforest sector, ingtitutional reformsand immediate strate-
giestoimplement them; marketplace and tradeissues; conflict timber;
illegal tradein bushmeat; and tenure and rel ated governanceissues.
Participantsreported the outcomes of these discussionsto Plenary the
following day.

IMPLICATIONSOFILLEGAL ACTIVITIESINTHE
FOREST SECTOR, INSTITUTIONAL REFORMSAND IMME-
DIATE STRATEGIESTOIMPLEMENT THEM: Kauam Tekam,
Cameroon, chaired the Working Group onimplicationsof illegal activi-
tiesintheforest sector, institutional reformsand immediate strategies
for implementation.

Steven Nsita, Uganda, outlined hiscountry’sreformsin the area of
forest management. Hedrew attention to Uganda' sforest product moni-
toring unit, which trackstimber from theforest to the market, and
Uganda'sforest product licensing system.

Providing an overview of fuelwood i ssues, Emmanuel Pouna,
Cameroon, identified the need to reduce the environmental impactsand
increasethe efficiency of fuelwood consumption. He called for country-
specific strategiesand participatory approachesto addressfuelwood
problems and, noting the need to manage fuelwood supply and demand,
underscored therol e of forestry governance.

Bihini WonwaMusiti, IUCN, discussed theimportance of partner-
ships between NGOs and the public and private sectors. He observed
that NGOs can contribute on-the-ground experience and | ow-cost
responses, whilethe public sector can facilitate accessto information,
and the private sector can provide management and technical skills.

Mohammed Tchiwanou, Benin, outlined Benin’srelevant institutional
frameworks, drawing attention to the environmental implications of
fuelwood expl oitation, corruptionissues, theimpact on local communi-
tiesand therural poor, and the need to improveforestry legislation and
strategies.

On Wednesday, 15 October, Kauam Tekam, Cameroon, reviewed
the Working Group’sconclusions. He said the Group had identified key
factorsfor success, including transparent mechanismsfor granting
forest concessions, institutional support through capacity building,
strengthened judicial systemsand tools, mechanismsto reduce corrup-
tion, and stakeholder involvement and partnerships.

MARKETPLACE AND TRADE ISSUES: On Tuesday morning,
Emmanuel ZeMeka, ITTO, chaired the Working Group on marketplace
and tradeissues, stressing the need to balance the positive and negative
impactsof trade.

Duncan Brack, Royal Institute of International Affairs, highlighted
optionsfor international institutional mechanismsto addresstradein
illegally-sourced timber, underlining legal measuresthat can betakenin
consumer countriesto discourageillegal logging.

Andy Roby, UK Timber Trade Association, reviewed how importers
respond to market demandsfor legally-produced timber, emphasizing
the power of consumer preferencetoinfluence production practices.
AntoinedelaRochefordiére, Société Généralede Surveillance, stressed
the need for independent verification of thelegality of timber produc-
tion, while Pierre Samson, Consultant, described technol ogiesfor log
tracking.

On Wednesday morning, Ze Mekaand Roby presented the Group’s
discussionsto the Plenary, noting possible optionsto ensurethelegality
of forest products. Roby observed that participants had considered
licensing to be akey measure, and stressed the need for independent
verification mechanisms.

CONFLICT TIMBER: On Tuesday morning, James Gasana,
Swiss Intercooperation, chaired the Working Group on conflict timber.
He stressed the need to di stinguish between internal and international
conflicts, and highlighted conflict timber laundering asacausefor
concern.

Silas Siakor, Save Our Future Foundation, spoke about timber
conflictinthe Liberian context, describing how logging companiesand
partiesto aconflict often establish direct partnerships, and noting that
theeffectiveness of official authoritiesand FLEG can often bereduced.
Hecalled for aclear definition of conflict timber, sanctionsfor logging
companiesthat tradein such timber, and mechanismsto prevent conflict
timber from entering consumer countries’ markets.

Kanu Mbizi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, outlined his
country’s post-conflict reconstruction efforts, highlighting the adoption
of emergency plansto revitalize theforestry sector through developing
alegal framework, strengthening institutions, reforming thetax system,
and adopting zoning plans.

Art Blundell, UN Security Council, addressed therole of UN sanc-
tionsin conflict situations, describing the 2001 boycott against Liberia.
Noting that timber providesasource of revenueto buy armsand perpet-
uate conflict, he stressed the recent extension of thebanto all Liberian
timber products. He said exemptionsto the ban were not provided for
because of monitoring difficulties, and noted that conditionsfor lifting
the sanctionsinclude thelegitimate use of timber revenues.

On Wednesday morning, Blundell reported on these discussionsto
Plenary. Highlighting the need for adefinition of conflict timber and the
issue'scomplexity dueto sovereignty concerns, he emphasized that
post-conflict situations pose serious challenges. Herecommended that
AFLEG decidethat revenuefrom timber should not be used to fund
conflicts.
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ILLEGAL TRADE IN BUSHMEAT: On Tuesday morning, Liz
Bennet, World Conservation Society (WCS), described thegrowthin
bushmeat trade, noting that thistrade accel eratesthe impoverishment of
local peoples, and underlining thelinks between bushmeat trade and
timber extraction.

Paul Elkan, WCS, spoke on bushmeat tradeissuesin the Republic of
Congo, describingitswildlifelaw, and highlighting the benefits of wild-
lifemanagement.

Adam Matthews, The Bushmeat Campaign, stressed the need to
integrate bushmeat issuesin AFLEG discussionsand wildlife consider-
ationsinto forest management policies. Jeanne-Marie Mindja, Groupe
desAmisdel’ UNESCO et del’ Environnement, underlined the need for
awarenessraising and training.

Georges M ouncharou, Cameroon, emphasi zed the value of informa-
tion exchange, experience-sharing and poverty reduction activities.
Bonaventure Ebayi, L usaka Agreement Task Force, stressed the need to
prevent bushmeat from entering international marketsand to provide
aternative sourcesof food for local peoples.

On Wednesday morning, Bennet reported to Plenary onthe
outcomes of the Working Group meeting. Observing that therearetwo
sidesto theissue, she said some people depend on bushmeat for their
livelihoods, but many animal speciesare under pressure from hunting.
Shereported that the Working Group had called for country-specific
solutionsthat respect sovereignty. She al so highlighted participants
support for capacity building, awarenessraising, independent moni-
toring, strong wildlife palicies, and theinclusion of wildlife planningin
forest concessions.

TENURE AND RELATED GOVERNANCE ISSUES: On
Tuesday afternoon, Liz Alden Wily, UK, discussed forest governance
and lessons|earned from Eastern and Southern Africa. Highlighting the
emergence of community-based governance models, she said commu-
nity forestry isleading theway inforestry governance.

Tshepo Malatji, South Africa, described hiscountry’s 1998 National
Forests Act, which he said promotes community forestry. Hehigh-
lighted enforcement challenges, such asalack of capacity totrain forest
officers, and said regulations and systems for administration and
enforcement were needed. He emphasized that | egislation must be
appliedfairly.

Wale Adeleke, WWF, discussed public/private sector co-manage-
ment of forestsand forest governance, stating that governmentsfind it
increasingly difficult to manage foreststhemselves. Heidentified a
number of challengesfor co-management, including alack of political
will to giveresponsibility to communities.

Dominic Walubengo, Forest Action Network, briefly discussed the
impacts of recent changesin the Kenyan Government and its new
constitution on theforest sector. Heinformed participantsthat a
proposed forest bill would provide for extensive stakeholder participa-
tioninforest management, including forest management by NGOs.

On Wednesday morning, Jane Bryden, UK, summarized the
outcomes of the Working Group, noting that forest governancereforms
are becoming widespread in Africaand that participatory community-
based forestry management hasan important roleto play inthese
reforms. Shereported that the group had agreed on theimportance of
consistent enforcement, flexibility, capacity building, decentralization,
democracy, and political will askey elementsfor success.

OPEN SESSIONS

Open Sessionswere held on Tuesday and Wednesday, focusing on
the Congo Basin Forest Partnership, theresultsof AFLEG preparation
workshops, thelaunch of the WWF Producers’ Group in Africa, and the
Forest Governance L earning Group. A roundtable on how to integrate
the AFLEG processinto existing institutional and regional frameworks
wasalso held.

CONGO BASIN FOREST PARTNERSHIP: On Tuesday after-
noon, Henri Djombo, Minister of Forestry and the Environment of the
Republic of Congo, introduced the Open Session onthe Congo Basin
Forest Partnership (CBFP).

David Kaueper, US, highlighted progresson the CBFP, including
the adoption of the Sub-regional Convergence Plan by the Conference
of Ministersin Charge of Forestsin Central Africa(COMIFAC).

Massudi Mayan’ kenda, COMIFAC, explained that COMIFACisa
high-level forum for cooperation and decision making on forest
management in Central Africa, which coordinates sub-regional forest
strategies and monitorstheimplementation of international instruments
relevant to the Congo Basin.

Pape Djiby Koné, FAO, outlined technical support provided by FAO
tothe Convergence Plan. Jacqueline Van de Pol, Global Forest Watch,
presented the CBFP website, outlining its content, including acalendar
of eventsand alist of partnersand activities.

Noting the devel opment of aninventory of projectsunderway inthe
Congo Basin, Kaueper highlighted those projectsrelated to capacity
building, protected areas, community-based forest programmes, SFM,
and forest policy and governance.

During the ensuing discussion, one del egate criticized thelack of
gender balancein thisand other structureslike COMIFAC. TheUS
noted that, when forming the partnership, not asmany local NGOs had
been involved asthe organizerswould haveliked, and anticipated
engaging more NGOsinthefuture. Asserting therolesof statesand
COMIFAC, Tanyi Clarkson Mbyawor, Minister of Environment and
Forestsof Cameroon, emphasized hiscountry’scommitment to the
CBFPandtoworking with NGOs.

LAUNCH OF THE WWF PRODUCERS GROUPIN WEST
AND CENTRAL AFRICA: OnWednesday morning, WWF launched
itsProducers’ Group in West and Central Africa. Notingtheincreasing
demand for certified timber and the obstaclesfaced by companiesin
West and Central African countrieswishing to produce certifiable
timber, Laurent Some, WWF, explained that the WWF Producers
Group isapartnership between the private sector and other stakeholders
that aimsto improve SFM practicesin theregion.

Wale Adeleke, WWF, gave an overview of the development of the
Group and Emmanuel Heuse and Bruno O’ Heix, WWF, outlined the
demand for certified timber. Clotilde Ngombe, World Bank, noted that
the Producers Group can contribute to the attainment of SFM and certi-
fication targets.

Partici pantsthen discussed variousrelevant issues, including the
need for minimum requirementsfor SFM, the concept of community
forest, the mutual recognition of various certification schemes, and the
development of apan-African harmonized certification scheme.

FOREST GOVERNANCE LEARNING GROUP: On
Wednesday morning, Adolfo Bila, Eduardo Mondlane University,
outlined Mozambique's experiencewith forest legal reform and gover-
nance. He explained that the new | egislation resulted from aparticipa-
tory process, that it provideslocal communitieswith free accessto
forests, and that it returns 20% of |ogging feesto those communities. He
al so noted that thelegislation reduces|ogging feesfor locally-processed
timber. Highlighting lessons|earned, he stressed the need for institu-
tional reform at al level stoimplement thelegidation, and therole of
NGOsinfacilitating implementation at thelocal level. Bilanoted that
communitiesare often not aware of their rights.

JamesMayers, International Institute for Environment and Devel op-
ment, introduced the Forest Governance L earning Group, an alliance of
independent agenciesworking on forest governanceissuesin Western
and Southern Africa. Emphasizing that control of and accessto forests
and natural resources are among the most pressing governanceissuesin
rural Africa, hesaid forestry can contributeto poverty eradication and
environmental sustainability, but only with good forest governance. He



Vol. 60, No. 7 - 19 October 2003

Page 6

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTS

identified key governance challenges, including tackling the effects of
illegal logging onlivelihoods, incorporating forestry considerationsinto
poverty reduction strategies, and ensuring the sustai nability and equity
of forest privatization and decentralization. Mayersindicated that, inits
first year, the Forest Governance L earning Group will conduct in-
country policy research onillegal and corrupt forestry practices, aswell
asin-country reviews of governance practicesfor national forest
programmes (NFPs), poverty strategiesand decentralization.

INFORMAL ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ONHOW TO
INTEGRATE THE AFLEG PROCESSINTO EXISTING INSTI-
TUTIONAL AND REGIONAL FRAMEWORK S: OnWednesday
afternoon, Markku Simulaintroduced the roundtabl e discussion on how
tointegratethe AFLEG processinto existing institutional and regional
frameworks.

El Haji Sene, FAO, drew participants’ attention to theWorld
Forestry Congressand the African Forestry and Wildlife Commission
asimportant FAQ initiatives.

Outlining the I TTO'seffortsto combat illegal 1ogging, Emmanuel
ZeMeka, ITTO, noted that illegal logging underminesthe competitive-
nessof forestry companies. Highlighting that the I TTO iswell-suited to
addressillegal 1ogging becauseits membership consistsof both
producer and consumer countries, he underscored the ITTO’scommit-
ment to help itsmember countriesachieve SFM.

Daniel Ngantou, Conference on Central African Moist-Forest
Ecosystems (CEFDHAC), noted that CEFDHA C can contributeto the
implementation of the AFLEG Ministerial Declaration and Action Plan,
and thedistribution of relevant informationto civil society. He
supported the devel opment of regional action plansfor every regionin
Central Africa

Jean-Pierrevan de Weghe, Observatoiredesforétsd’ Afrique
centrale (FORAC), presented the FORAC initiative, including awebsite
and databasesto providetoolsfor ng the state of forestsin
Africa. Noting FORAC'srolein creating networksand monitoring
forest-related activities, he said theinitiative can play aleading rolein
the AFLEG process.

EmileKisamo, LusakaAgreement Task Force, reviewed the Lusaka
Agreement on Cooperative Enforcement Operations Directed at |l egal
Tradein Wild Faunaand Flora, and itsactivitiesaimed at eliminating
illegal tradein forest products. He stressed the Task Force'srolein
coordinating measuresto fight environmental crime, anditswilling-
nessto form partnershipswith the AFLEG process.

Emile Mkoko, African Timber Organization, outlined the Organiza-
tion’saim to coordinate action to ensure the optimal use and conserva-
tion of forest resourcesthrough SFM. He said achievementsincludethe
classification of timber species, the development of criteriaand indica-
torsfor SFM, and the adoption of plansfor tropical timber exploitation.

During the ensuing discussion, arepresentative from Indonesia
highlighted the country’sexperiences sincethe 2001 East AsiaFLEG
Ministerial Conference, including theintegration of other sectorsinto
forestry management. Regarding illegal logging, hecalled for thestrong
and continued commitment of all stakehol ders, and the engagement of
trading partners. An NGO representative underscored the readiness of
civil society to assist governmentsto build capacity for law enforce-
ment. Another participant said some countriesface*draconian” World
Bank policies. A private sector representativeaskedthe FAOand ITTO
for guidance on how they would prefer to seeforest revenue used, and
said tax pressures had hindered the ability to distribute revenuesto
communities. El Haji Sene stressed the need for amechanismto ensure
that communities benefit from revenues.

Summarizing the discussion, Simuladrew attention to participants
comments emphasizing the need for strong political will and continued
commitment, theinternalization of AFLEG principlesat all levels,
increased coherence and complementarity, and effective cross-border

cooperation. Noting thelimited focus on law enforcement during the
roundtabl e discussion, he suggested del egating someresponsibilitiesfor
implementation to subregional bodies, and increasing cooperation with
NGOsand the private sector.

InaPlenary session held on Thursday morning, El Haji Sene
summarized the roundtabl e discussion, drawing attention to the need for
asustained commitment to good governance, stakehol der involvement,
SFM strategiesat variouslevels, strengthened laws and regul ations,
transparency, capacity building, synergiesand regional cross-border
cooperation, and international collaboration and partnerships.

MINISTERIAL SEGMENT

On Thursday, 16 October, Ministersarrived to discussthe draft
negotiating text of the Ministerial Declaration, and the AFLEG Ministe-
rial Segment was officially opened.

OPENING CEREMONY: Amougou Mana, Cameroon, welcomed
delegatesto Yaounde, noting that the choi ce of thecity to host the
AFLEG Ministerial Conferencewastestimony toitssocial and political
stability, and Cameroon’seffortsto addressillegal forest exploitation
and enforceforest laws.

Odin Knudsen, World Bank, commended African countriesfor their
participation in the Conference. He underscored therole of the AFLEG
processin protecting biodiversity, preserving poor peopl€'slivelihoods,
and mitigating climate change. Knudsen stressed that donors can no
longer providefundsto countriesthat misusetheir resources, and said
good governance and sustai nabl e resource management have become
necessary conditionsfor donor support. Acknowledging the need for
policiesthat takeinto account countries’ specificitiesand needs, he said
the AFLEG Ministerial Declaration should reflect partnerships between
all stakeholders, and their mutual financial and political responsibilities.

Henri Djombo, Minister of Forestry and the Environment of the
Republic of Congo, underlined problems associated with inadequate
forest policies, low capacities of enforcement authorities, unsustainable
private sector practices, and poverty. Noting that both consumersand
producers shareresponsibility for poor forest management, Djombo
said AFLEG providesan opportunity to tackle theseissues. He high-
lighted the significance of the Congo Basin and the actionstaken by
Central African statesto promote SFM, and noted that African states
should not be singled out or penalized by other statesfor low levelsof
forest management. He stressed the need for regional action on SFM
and international support to assist inthese efforts.

Peter Mafany Musongue, Prime Minister of Cameroon, emphasized
the need for coherent and harmonized legisl ation and the significance of
AFLEG to stimulatetheinternational commitment to ensure SFM. He
noted thenneed for policy and institutional reforms, equitable distribu-
tion of revenuesfrom forest resources, anetwork of protected areas,
effectivezoning regulations, and civil society involvement inthese
processes. Stressing the need to ensure that future generations are not
deprived of the benefits provided by forests, Musongue underlined the
importance of strategic regional effortsand highlighted the sub-regional
work that has been carried out in Central Africa. Hesaid forest policies
must address poverty reduction prioritiesand climate change concerns,
but noted that devel oping countrieshavetheright to usetheir own
forestsasthey deem appropriate.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS: Underscoring theimportance of
forestsfor poverty reduction, Helder dos Santos Felix Monteiro Muteia,
Minister of Agricultureand Rural Development of M ozambique, high-
lighted the need to provide public accessto forestsand drew attention to
theissuesof deforestation, climate change, forest fires, pests, disease,
and alieninvasive species. | dentifying the need to increaseinvestment
intheforest sector and tradein forest products, Minister Muteiacalled
for enabling conditionsfor private sector participation. Healso called
for harmonized approachesto SFM, and for forest law enforcement that
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makesthe best use of availablefinancial and technical resources.
Minister Muteiaconcluded by emphasizing opportunitiesfor coopera-
tionamong African countrieson FLEG.

KoosRichelle, European Commission, noted that African govern-
mentsareworking toimprove peoples' livelihoodsand protect forests,
but identified the urgent need for political will andimproved forest
governanceto eliminateillegal logging and corruption. Herecom-
mended |earning from successful African exampleswhileimplementing
AFLEG initiatives. Stressing that it isnot enough to focus on producer
countries, Richelle drew attention to the EU’s new Action Plan for
FLEGT. Heexpressed the hopethat the AFLEG Ministerial Conference
would mark the start of progressto build partnerships between Africa
and the EU, and wel comed cooperation with other major consumers of
Africanforest products.

KahindaOtafire, Minister of Water, Lands and Environment in
Uganda, expressed his Government’s strong support for the AFLEG
process. He highlighted theimportance of forestsfor livelihoods,
sustai nable and responsible forest management, and stakehol der
involvement, especially of local communities.

Jeffry Burnam, US State Department, described USforest conserva-
tion activities, including the CBFP and the President’s I nitiative on
I1legal Logging and associated trade. Noting that FLEG isthe founda-
tion for forest management and that forest resources have global signifi-
cance, hesaid the US can provide Africawith technical assistancefor,
inter alia, capacity building, landscape planning, community involve-
ment and satel liteimaging.

Suzanne Ogoo-Waffa, Secretary of Statefor Fisheries, Natural
Resources and the Environment of the Gambia, highlighted thereliance
of communitieson forestsfor income, employment, food, and medi-
cines, and stressed her country’spolicy and legidlativereforms. Shesaid
aparadigm shift was necessary to involve major stakeholdersin forest
management.

Denys Gauer, Ambassador for Environment of the French Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, said national and regional forest programmesallow
for more consistent implementation and closer monitoring, and high-
lighted the need to focus on management i ssues, promote cooperation
between producers and consumers, strengthen enforcement, and
increase transparency to benefit local communities. He expressed
France' sreadinessto takepart in regional and international activitiesto
addressforestry issues.

Gareth Thomas, UK Parliamentary Undersecretary of Statefor
International Devel opment, stressed that capacity strengthening and
ingtitutional changearekey factorsinaddressingillegal logging. He
noted that community involvement and empowerment are thefounda-
tionsfor better governance and, drawing attention to aMemorandum of
Understanding between Indonesiaand the UK, stressed the need for
bilateral and regional initiatives.

Jeanne Francoi se Bertschi, Consul ate General of Switzerland, high-
lighted the negativeimpactsof illegal forest activitiesand associated
trade. She stressed that: producer and consumer countries must work
together; existing national |aws must be enforced, whilestayingin
compliancewith World Trade Organization rules; and theimplementa-
tion of FLEG rulesmust be coordinated with the peopl e responsiblefor
SFM.

NGO STATEMENT S: Adolphine Muley, Réseau des A ssociations
Pygmées, on behal f of high-forest cover countries, outlined theimpor-
tance of promoting transparency through public participation, and
accessto information and an effectivejusti ce system. She underscored
theneed for legislative reformsto protect therightsof local peoples,
strategic planning, wildlife plans, and the use of action planswith clear
targets and timeframes. Regarding governanceissues, Muley high-
lighted the variousroles of NGOs and emphasi zed theimportance of the
ruleof law. She stressed the val ue of monitoring conflict timber and the

need to ban accessto public funding to thosethat have violated forestry
laws. Muley also emphasi zed the val ue of having independent
observersin each state and setting up databanks on forest exploitation
activities.

Lovemore Simwanda, Environmental Conservation Association of
Zambia, on behalf of low-forest cover countries, noted the participation
of 70 low-forest cover country civil society groupsinthe AFLEG
preparatory process. Helisted anumber of recommendations, including
the need to devel op country-specific mechanismsto fight corruptionin
theforestry sector, increase recognition of theforestry sector’scontribu-
tion to the economy, strengthen the capacity of forest departmentsand
civil society organizationsin policy devel opment processesand imple-
mentation, impose sanctions against thosein contravention of forest
laws, and reimburselocal communitieswith aportion of forest reve-
nues. Simwandaurged G-8 countriesto ensurethat forest products
entering international markets comefrom legal sourcesand sustainably-
managed forests, and to reject forest productsfrom conflict areas. He
highlighted civil society’swillingnessto assist governmentsinraising
awareness, conducting case studies, and using tool s such ascertifica-
tion.

PRIVATE SECTOR STATEMENTS: WaMathurin, Groupement
Filiére Bois Cameroun, outlined private sector forestry activitiesin
Cameroon, noting that his country hasacomprehensive set of regula-
tory instruments and that significant reforms have been undertaken to
strengthen forest law enforcement. He suggested that the private sector
in Cameroon has been unjustly criticized for itsforestry practices, and
stated that efforts have been taken to improvethese practices, with the
filing of forestry management plans, mechanismsfor improving the
traceability of timber and the use of independent observers. He outlined
private sector recommendationsto: establish, in every country, a
working group of forestry and finance officials, theinternational
community and the private sector, to identify barriersand promote
SFM; and appoint independent observersand create asteering
committeeto determinetermsof referencefor implementation of gover-
nance measures.

Jean-JacquesLandrot, | nterafrican Forest Industries Association,
underscored the need to respect producer countries’ sovereignty over
their resources, while stressing therole of the private sector in creating
the socia and economic conditionsfor sustainable devel opment
through the creation of jobs. He supported genuine cooperation with
NGOsand called for the strengthening of trade unions, asthey represent
publicinterests.

CLOSING CEREMONY: Dominic Fobih, Minister of Landsand
Forestry of Ghana, presented the Ministerial Declaration, which had
been discussed in closed negotiations during the previoustwo days. The
Declaration was adopted by acclamation and standing ovation.

Noting thediversity of interestsamong the partici pants present,
Tanyi Clarkson Mbyawor, Minister of Environment and Forests of
Cameroon, thanked everyonefor their spirit of cooperation and their
consensual approach, aswell asfor their effortsto overcomethe obsta-
clesto achieving sustai nable development and SFM for the benefit of
all. Hedrew attention to the need for follow-up mechanisms, capacity
building for all actors, participatory, integrated approaches and financial
support. Mbyawor underscored the political commitment to manage
natural resourceswith transparency and good governance, and invited
NGOs, civil society and the private sector to beinvolvedinthe Declara-
tion’simplementation. The meeting wasgaveled to acloseat 8:44 pm.

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION: TheDeclaration’spreamble
recognizesthebiodiversity of Africa sforest ecosystemsand theimpor-
tance of forestsfor thelivelihoods of African people, especialy the
poor. It recognizesthe complexity of social issues, particularly poverty,
contributing to the weakening of government capacities. Inthe Declara-
tion, the Ministersstate their awareness of theresponsibility to both
present and future generations and acknowledge therights of local
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peoplesand civil society to participate when addressing forest i ssues.
Theneed for capacity building, partnership building, transparency,
monitoring, and international cooperation are also stressed. The Minis-
tersstatethat problemsassociated with conflict timber must be
addressed and problems of illegal exploitation of forest resourcesand
associated trade are the shared responsibility of producer and consumer
states.

The Declaration underlinesthe need for institutional and policy
reformsrelatingto FLEG declaring the Ministers' intentionto, inter
alia:

» mobilizefinancial resourcesfor FLEG,;

 promote and finance economic opportunitiesfor communities
dependent on forest resourcesto reduceillegal activities;

» promote cooperation between law enforcement agencieswithin and
among countries;

* strengthen capacities;

* involvestakeholders, including local communities, indecision
making;

 promote public accesstoinformation on parks, protected areas,
concessionsand other forested areas;

* raiseawareness of the harmful impactsof illegal logging and
associated trade;

 advancetheimplementation of the AFL EG objectiveswithin
NEPAD and other processes,

* addressthere-establishment of good governancein post-conflict
situations;

» exploremeansof demonstrating thelegality and sustainability of
forest products;

* establish and strengthen lawsfor hunting and bushmeat trade,
including support for independent monitors;

 integrate FLEG into NFPs;

 work through subregional and regional task forceson FLEG;

* invitetheWorld Bank to finance, within six months, ameeting of
regional representatives of the AFLEG process, inthemarginsof a
forest-rel ated meeting, and decide on the next stepsfor thefollow-
up implementation process;

* review theimplementation of the actions associated with the Decla-
ration by the end of 2006; and

* inviteother countries of Africaand other regionsof theworldtojoin
the Declaration.

The Declaration concludeswith anindicativelist of actions,
focusing on national level implementation, legislation and policy
reform, capacity building, information, law enforcement and moni-
toring, wildliferesources, forest management practices, financing, and
marketsand trade.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR

FOREST FISCAL SYSTEM REFORM WORKSHOP: This
workshop, to be held from 19-21 October 2003 at World Bank Head-
quartersin Washington DC, will include discussions and an exchange of
experiencesand knowledge on fiscal reformsrel ated to forestry. For
moreinformation, contact: John Spears, World Bank; tel: 1-202-458-
1542; e-mail: jspears@worl dbank.org; Internet: http://Inweb18.world-
bank.org/ESSD/ardext.nsf/14ByDocName/EventsUpcomingEvents-
ForestFiscal Systems

FOREST INVESTMENT FORUM: ThisForumwill beheld from
22-23 October 2003 at World Bank Headquarters, and isbeing hosted
by the World Bank (IBRD), International Finance Corporation (IFC),
World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), and
WWEF, with support from Forest Trendsand PROFOR. Themeeting's
main obj ectiveisto explore how the sponsoring organi zations could
help to create enabling environmentsfor private sector investment by
companiesand financia institutionscommitted to socially, environmen-
tally and economically sustainable management of forest resourcesin

sustainableforestry and forest industry projects. For moreinformation,
contact: John Spears, World Bank; tel: 1-202-458-1542; e-mail :
jspears@worldbank.org; Internet: http://Inweb18.worldbank.org/ESSD/
ardext.nsf/14ByDocName/Forestl nvestmentForumOctober22-232003

CONGRESSON GLOBALIZATION,LOCALIZATIONAND
TROPICAL FOREST MANAGEMENT IN THE 21ST
CENTURY: The Congresson Globalization, Localization and Trop-
ical Forest Management will meet from 22-23 October 2003in
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. For moreinformation, contact: Mirjam
Ros-Tonen, University of Amsterdam; tel: +844-825-9267; fax: +844-
825-7495; e-mail: weitzel @undp.org.vn; Internet: http://
www.undp.org.vn/mlist/envirovlc/012003/post73.htm

ITTC-35AND ITTA PREPCOM -2: The Thirty-Fifth session of
theInternational Tropical Timber Council (ITTC-35) will beheld from
3-8 November 2003 in Yokohama, Japan, followed by the Second
Session of the Preparatory Committee for the Renegotiation of the
International Tropical Timber Agreement, from 10-12 November 2003.
For moreinformation, contact: Alastair Sarre, I TTO Secretariat; tel:
+81-45-223-1110; fax: +81-45-223-1111; e-mail: editor@itto.or.jp;
Internet: http://www.itto.or.jp

INTERNATIONAL EXPERT MEETING ON THE DEVEL OP-
MENT ANDIMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL CODESOF
PRACTICE FOR FOREST HARVESTING - | SSUESAND
OPTIONS: Thelnternational Expert Meeting on the Devel opment and
Implementation of National Codes of Practicefor Forest Harvesting -
Issuesand Options, will convenefrom 17-20 November 2003 in Kisa-
razu City, Japan. For moreinformation, contact: Yuji Imaizumi, Interna-
tional Forestry Cooperation Office; e-mail:
yuuji_imaizumi @nm.maff.go.jp; Internet: http://iufro.boku.ac.at/iufro/
secre/nb-practi cecodes-harvesting.htm

INTERNATIONAL TEAK CONFERENCE 2003: Thelnterna-
tional Conferenceon Quality Timber Product of Teak from Sustainably
Managed Forestswill be held from 2-5 December 2003 in Peechi, India.
For moreinformation, contact: K. M. Bhat, International Teak Confer-
ence 2003; tel: +91-487-269-9037; fax: +91-487-269-9249; e-mail:
kmbhat@kfri.org; Internet: http://www.kfri.org/html/k0500frm.htm

SIMFOR 2004: TheThird International Symposium on Sustainable
Management Of Forest Resources (SIMFOR 2004), organized by the
International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), will be
held from 21-23 April 2004 in Pinar del Rio, Cuba. For moreinforma-
tion, contact: Fernando Hernandez Martinez; tel: +53-82-779363; fax:
+53-82-779353; e-mail: fhernandez@af .upr.edu.cu; Internet: http://
iufro.boku.ac.at/

UNFF-4: The Fourth Meeting of the United Nations Forum on
Forests (UNFF-4) will convenefrom 3-14 May 2004 in Geneva, Swit-
zerland. For moreinformation, contact: Mia Soderlund, UNFF Secre-
tariat; tel: +1-212-963-3262; fax: +1-212-963-4260; e-mail:
unff @un.org; Internet: http://www.un.org/esal/forests/session-intro.html

SIXTH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ONLEGAL
ASPECTSOF EUROPEAN FOREST SUSTAINABLE DEVEL -
OPMENT: This Symposium, organized by IUFRO, will beheldon 1
June 2004, in Brasov, Romania. For moreinformation, contact: Peter
Herbst; tel: +43-4242-52471; fax: +43-4242-264048; e-mail:
hp@net4you.co.at; Internet: http://iufro.boku.ac.at/

ITTC-36 AND THE UN CONFERENCE (FIRST PART) FOR
THENEGOTIATION OF A SUCCESSOR AGREEMENT TO
THEITTA, 1994: Thethirty-sixth session of theInternational Tropical
Timber Council will take placefrom 20-23 July 2004, in Switzerland.
Themeeting will befollowed by the United Nations Conference (first
part) for the negotiation of aSuccessor Agreement to the I TTA, 1994,
from 26-30 July 2004, in Geneva. For moreinformation, contact: ITTO
Secretariat; tel: +81-45-223-1110; fax: +81-45-223-1111; e-mail:
ittc@itto.or.jp; Internet: http://www.itto.or.jp
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