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Ghana Ministry of Lands and Forests and UK Timber Trade Federation Joint Press Release

Get legal or lose markets: this week European timber buyers visiting Kumasi called on the Ghana timber industry to get their products independently verified for legality to meet new EU market demands

A group of timber buyers from the UK, Germany and Italy, led by the UK Timber Trade Federation, sent a powerful message to the Ghana timber industry leaders at a trade forum in Kumasi this week – “Get legal or lose markets”.  

African exporters face new challenges in meeting international market requirements; EU legislation and public and private sector purchasing policies are now combining to require legal and sustainable timber. 

Over 50 Ghanaian timber producers attended the first in a series of Africa-wide trade forums to hear how international markets for timber are changing.  New market research
 commissioned by the UK Timber Trade Federation shows that the 6 biggest European markets for Ghanaian timber are now demanding independently verified legal timber from suppliers and, if possible, certified sustainable timber.  More importantly buyers are beginning to pay a premium for such timber.  This demand is being pushed along by EU Member State governments’ timber procurement policies that dictate buying decisions in at least 20% of the EU market. In addition the EU is currently finalising a new regulation for a timber licensing scheme
 that will exclude unverified timber from those countries participating in the Voluntary Partnership Agreements.  

The good news is that Ghana is well placed to meet this challenge.  Independent auditing of current timber harvesting practice can reassure customers that the timber has been extracted in accordance with the forest law.  In addition, at the trade forum Deputy Minister for Forests Honourable Andrew Adjei-Yeboah pledged to address outstanding issues over the allocation of timber felling rights so that legal ownership of timber can be clarified.    Meanwhile the FC is developing a new log tracking system that will provide further guarantees that timber exports are legal.  Finally the Ghana Timber Millers Organisation affirmed that industry is ready to meet the challenge and work with Government to supply the EU market with independently verified legal timber.

TTF and IFIA (the Inter-African Forest Industries Association) are taking the same message to industry in Cameroon (Douala) on the 14th and 15th June, Gabon (Libreville) on the 29th and 30th June and Congo-B (Brazzaville) on the 5th and 6th July 2005.  The programme will conclude with a conference in Brussels in October in close cooperation with the European Commission and UK EU Presidency.

For further information contact Andy Roby of TTF (ajroby@ttf.co.uk) or Emily Fripp, lead consultant (emily.fripp@btinternet.com).  
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� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.ttf.co.uk/forestsforever/responsibletimberpurchasing" ��www.ttf.co.uk/forestsforever/responsibletimberpurchasing�


� Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Licensing Scheme
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